It is the main front which gives the castle
its grandeur and dramatic scale. The final
masterpiece of Sir John Vanbrugh, architect
of Blenheim Palace and Castle Howard, it was
commissioned in 1715 by Robert Bertie, Baron
Willoughby de Eresby, to celebrate the family’s
elevation to Dukes of Ancaster and Kesteven.
The Willoughby de Eresby family is one of
three in England who still fulfill the hereditary
office of Lord Great Chamberlain, the
Monarch’s representative at the Palace of
Westminster.
Castle, gardens and park are open to visitors
five days a week from June to September and
twice a week in April and May.

G R I M S T H O R P E C AS T L E is on the A151 between

Colsterworth and Bourne, about 15 minutes drive east of
the A1. The entrance to the Park for visitors is signposted.
For SatNav use the postcode PE10 0LZ.

OPENING TIMES

GRIMSTHORPE

CASTLE, PARK & GARDENS

2018

Fisrt open day Thursday 29th March
April and May: Sundays, Thursdays and Holiday Mondays
June to September: Sunday to Thursday inclusive
Park and Gardens: 10.30am to 6pm (last admission 5pm)
Castle: 12 noon to 4pm (last admission 3pm)
ADMISSION PRICES

Castle, Park and Gardens: adult £13.00 / concession £12.00
child (5–18 years) £5.50 / family ticket (2+3) £31.50
Park and Gardens only: adult £7.00 / concession £6.00
child (5–18 years) £3.00 / family ticket (2+3) £17.00

www.grimsthorpe.co.uk

Part of Hidden England: www.hiddenengland.org
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GRIMSTHORPE
CASTLE

has been in the
Willoughby de Eresby
family for five hundred years. It was granted by
Henry VIII to William, Baron Willoughby de
Eresby on the occasion of his marriage to Maria
de Salinas, lady-in-waiting to Katherine of
Aragon, in 1516. Rising majestically from the
undulating landscape of south Lincolnshire, the
castle is set in extensive parkland of great
antiquity, now consisting mainly of oak trees
replanted in the 17th century. The oldest part of
the castle, King John’s Tower, was built in the
early 13th century.

